
 
 

 
Planning Commission  

  

AGENDA 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION 

Click here to view the entire Agenda Packet 
 

Wednesday, October 6, 2021 
7:00 PM 

 

PUBLIC ADVISORY:  THIS MEETING WILL BE CONDUCTED EXCLUSIVELY THROUGH 
VIDEOCONFERENCE AND TELECONFERENCE.  Pursuant to Government Code Section 
54953(e) and the state declared emergency, this meeting of the Planning Commission will be 
conducted exclusively through teleconference and Zoom videoconference. The COVID-19 state 
of emergency continues to directly impact the ability of the members to meet safely in person and 
presents imminent risks to the health of attendees. Therefore, no physical meeting location will be 
available. 
 
To access the meeting remotely: Join from a PC, Mac, iPad, iPhone, or Android device:  
Please use this URL https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83000710811.  If you do not wish for your name 
to appear on the screen, then use the drop down menu and click on "rename" to rename 
yourself to be anonymous.  To request to speak, use the “raise hand” icon by rolling over the 
bottom of the screen.   
  
To join by phone: Dial 1 669 900 6833 and enter Meeting ID: 830 0071 0811.  If you wish to 
comment during the public comment portion of the agenda, Press *9 and wait to be recognized by 
the Chair.   
 
Please be mindful that the video conference and teleconference will be recorded. All rules of 
procedure and decorum that apply for in-person Planning Commission meetings apply for 
Planning Commission meetings conducted by teleconference or videoconference. 
 
See “MEETING PROCEDURES” below. 

 

All written materials identified on this agenda are available on the Planning Commission 
webpage:https://www.cityofberkeley.info/Clerk/Commissions/Commissions__Planning_C
ommission_Homepage.aspx 

 

PRELIMINARY MATTERS 

 

1.   Roll Call: Wiblin, Brad, appointed by Councilmember Kesarwani, District 1 
 Vincent, Jeff, appointed by Councilmember Taplin, District 2 
    Moore III, John E. “Chip”, appointed by Councilmember Bartlett, District 3 
 Oatfield, Christina, appointed by Councilmember Harrison, District 4 
 Mikiten, Elisa, appointed by Councilmember Hahn, District 5 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83000710811
https://www.cityofberkeley.info/Clerk/Commissions/Commissions__Planning_Commission_Homepage.aspx
https://www.cityofberkeley.info/Clerk/Commissions/Commissions__Planning_Commission_Homepage.aspx


 

  Kapla, Robb, Chair, appointed by Councilmember Wengraf, District 6 
Twu, Alfred, appointed by Councilmember Robinson, District 7  
Hauser, Savlan, Vice Chair, appointed by Councilmember Droste, District 8 
Ghosh, Barnali, appointed by Mayor Arreguin 

 
2.  Order of Agenda:  The Commission may rearrange the agenda or place items on the 

Consent Calendar. 
 

3.  Public Comment:  Comments on subjects not included on the agenda. Speakers may 
comment on agenda items when the Commission hears those items.  (See “Public 
Testimony Guidelines” below): 

 
4.  Planning Staff Report:  In addition to the items below, additional matters may be reported 

at the meeting.   

5.  Chairperson’s Report:  Report by Planning Commission Chair. 

6. Committee Reports:  Reports by Commission committees or liaisons.  In addition to the 
items below, additional matters may be reported at the meeting. 

7.  Approval of Minutes:  Approval of Draft Minutes from the meeting on September 1, 2021. 

8.  Future Agenda Items and Other Planning-Related Events:   

 
AGENDA ITEMS:  All agenda items are for discussion and possible action.  Public Hearing items 
require hearing prior to Commission action. 

 

ADDITIONAL AGENDA ITEMS:  In compliance with Brown Act regulations, no action may be 
taken on these items.  However, discussion may occur at this meeting upon Commissioner 
request. 
 

9. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10. 

Action: 
 
 
Recommendation: 
 
 
Written Materials: 
Presentation: 
 
Action: 
Recommendation: 
 
 
Written Materials: 
Presentation:  
 

Public Hearing: Business Support Zoning 
Amendment Referrals – Research and Development 
(R&D) Definition 
Hold a public hearing, receive public testimony, and 
make a recommendation to City Council about the 
proposed land use R&D definition.   
Attached 
Linked 
 
Gentrification and Displacement Referral 
Discuss how to approach to the Gentrification and 
Displacement referral, including appointment of a 
subcommittee.    
Attached 
N/A 



 

Information Items:   
 

• September 28 – City Council: Item 32 Baseline Zoning Ordinance (BZO) 
o Zoning Ordinance Revision Project – BZO Document (Link) 

 
 

Communications:  
 

• BART Communications   
 

Late Communications:  (Received after the packet deadline):  
 

• Supplemental Packet One – received by noon two days before the meeting 

• Supplemental Packet Two  

• Supplemental Packet Three  
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
****   MEETING PROCEDURES **** 
 
Public Testimony Guidelines: 
All persons are welcome to attend the virtual meeting and will be given an opportunity to address 
the Commission. Speakers are customarily allotted up to three minutes each.  The Commission 
Chair may limit the number of speakers and the length of time allowed to each speaker to ensure 
adequate time for all items on the Agenda.  Customarily, speakers are asked to address agenda 
items when the items are before the Commission rather than during the general public comment 
period.  Speakers are encouraged to submit comments in writing. See “Procedures for 
Correspondence to the Commissioners” below. 
 
Procedures for Correspondence to the Commissioners: 
All persons are welcome to attend the virtual hearing and will be given an opportunity to address 
the Commission. Comments may be made verbally at the public hearing and/or in writing before 
the hearing. The Commission may limit the time granted to each speaker.  
 
Written comments must be directed to the Planning Commission Secretary at the Land Use 
Planning Division (Attn: Planning Commission Secretary), 1947 Center Street, Second Floor, 
Berkeley CA 94704, or via e-mail to: apearson@cityofberkeley.info. All materials will be made 
available via the Planning Commission agenda page online at this address: 
https://www.cityofberkeley.info/PC/.   
 
Correspondence received by 12 noon, nine days before this public meeting, will be included as 
a Communication in the agenda packet.  Correspondence received after this deadline will be 
conveyed to the Commission and the public in the following manner:  
 

• Correspondence received by 12 noon two days before this public meeting, will be 
included in a Supplemental Packet, which will be posted to the online agenda as a Late 
Communication and emailed to Commissioners one day before the public meeting. 
 

https://www.cityofberkeley.info/Planning_and_Development/Land_Use_Division/Zoning_Ordinance_Revision_Project_(ZORP).aspx
https://www.cityofberkeley.info/PC/


 

• Correspondence received after the above deadline and before the meeting will be 
included in a second and/or third Supplemental Packet, as needed, which will be posted 
to the online agenda as a Late Communication and emailed to the Commissioners by 
5pm on the day of the public meeting. 
 

Note: It will not be possible to submit written comments at the meeting. 
 
Communications are Public Records:  Communications to Berkeley boards, commissions, or 
committees are public records and will become part of the City’s electronic records, which are 
accessible through the City’s website.  Please note:  e-mail addresses, names, addresses, and 
other contact information are not required, but if included in any communication to a City 
board, commission, or committee, will become part of the public record.  If you do not want 
your e-mail address or any other contact information to be made public, you may deliver 
communications via U.S. Postal Service, or in person, to the Secretary of the relevant board, 
commission, or committee.  If you do not want your contact information included in the public 
record, please do not include that information in your communication.  Please contact the 
Secretary to the relevant board, commission, or committee for further information. 
 
Communication Access: To request a meeting agenda in large print, Braille, or on audiocassette, 
or to request a sign language interpreter for the meeting, call (510) 981-7410 (voice), or 981-6903 
(TDD). Notice of at least five (5) business days will ensure availability. 
 
Meeting Access: To request a disability-related accommodation(s) to participate in the 
meeting, including auxiliary aids or services, please contact the Disability Services Specialist, at 
981-6418 (V) or 981-6347 (TDD), at least three (3) business days before the meeting date.  

 
--- 
 
I hereby certify that the agenda for this regular meeting of the Planning Commission was posted 
at the display case located near the walkway in front of the Maudelle Shirek Building, 2134 Martin 
Luther King Jr. Way, as well as on the City’s website, on October 1, 2021.   
 
 
____________________________________ 
Alene Pearson 
Planning Commission Secretary  
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https://www.cityofberkeley.info/uploadedFiles/Planning_and_Development/Level_3_-_Commissions/Commission_for_Planning/2020-09-02_PC_INFO_7_03-10-20_%20Item%2017%20Referral%20Update%20the%20definition.pdf
https://www.cityofberkeley.info/uploadedFiles/Planning_and_Development/Level_3_-_Commissions/Commission_for_Planning/2020-09-02_PC_INFO_7_03-10-20_%20Item%2017%20Referral%20Update%20the%20definition.pdf
https://www.cityofberkeley.info/uploadedFiles/Planning_and_Development/Level_3_-_Commissions/Commission_for_Planning/2020-09-02_PC_INFO_7_03-10-20_%20Item%2017%20Referral%20Update%20the%20definition.pdf
https://www.cityofberkeley.info/uploadedFiles/Planning_and_Development/Level_3_-_Commissions/Commission_for_Planning/2020-09-02_PC_INFO_7_03-10-20_%20Item%2017%20Referral%20Update%20the%20definition.pdf
https://www.cityofberkeley.info/uploadedFiles/Planning_and_Development/Level_3_-_Commissions/Commission_for_Planning/2020-09-02_PC_INFO_7_03-10-20_%20Item%2017%20Referral%20Update%20the%20definition.pdf
https://www.cityofberkeley.info/uploadedFiles/Planning_and_Development/Level_3_-_Commissions/Commission_for_Planning/2020-09-02_PC_INFO_7_03-10-20_%20Item%2017%20Referral%20Update%20the%20definition.pdf
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https://www.cityofberkeley.info/uploadedFiles/Planning_and_Development/Level_3_-_Commissions/Commission_for_Planning/2021-01-06%20PC_Item%2012.pdf
https://www.cityofberkeley.info/uploadedFiles/Planning_and_Development/Level_3_-_Commissions/Commission_for_Planning/2021-01-06%20PC_Item%2012.pdf
https://www.cityofberkeley.info/uploadedFiles/Planning_and_Development/Level_3_-_Commissions/Commission_for_Planning/2021-01-06%20PC_Item%2012.pdf
https://www.cityofberkeley.info/uploadedFiles/Planning_and_Development/Level_3_-_Commissions/Commission_for_Planning/2021-01-20_PC_Item%208.pdf
https://www.cityofberkeley.info/uploadedFiles/Planning_and_Development/Level_3_-_Commissions/Commission_for_Planning/2021-01-20_PC_Item%208.pdf




mailto:manager@cityofberkeley.info
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Communication

From: Alisa <moonmom@sbcglobal.net>
Sent: Saturday, September 4, 2021 10:57 AM
To: Pearson, Alene
Subject: North Berkeley BART Planning Commission

WARNING: This is not a City of Berkeley email. Do not click links or attachments unless you trust the sender and know the content is 
safe. 

Dear Planning Commissioners: 

I urge you to support the zoning recommendations presented by Alisa Shen last Wednesday night, as follows

 Maximum height: 7 stories/80 feet

 Maximum floor/area ratio: 4.2

 Density: 75 units per acre

These recommendations comply with AB2923. Do not increase the parameters recommended in the draft. They are already much too large for a 
reasonable fit at the site.  Once the sites are zoned, the developer selected by BART has a vested right to build anything that complies with the  zoning, 
and the City will have no recourse to challenge the project.  The residents of the community, who will be heavily impacted by this development, are 
counting on you to recommend zoning that will permit maximum affordability and a scale that suits, not overpowers, the neighborhood.

Lastly, I urge you to ensure that any state-mandated density bonus for the project excludes the publicly-funded affordable housing. Private developers 
should not profit from public funding!

Thank you for all that you do.

Sincerely,
Alisa Foster
1803 Mcgee Ave
Berkeley, CA 94703

Communications 
Planning Commission 

October 6, 2021



Communication

From: Marcia <marciafree@earthlink.net>
Sent: Saturday, September 4, 2021 2:06 PM
To: Pearson, Alene
Cc: All Council
Subject: BART Housing-Planning Commission Item 9

WARNING: This is not a City of Berkeley email. Do not click links or attachments unless you trust the sender and know 
the content is safe. 

Dear Planning Commissioners: 
Let’s create places to call home for all who need it and a safe, thriving new hub of activity in the heart of our 
neighborhood! 
I would like to express my support for: 
‐ Building as much housing as possible without delay. 
‐ Creating a viable development with as many affordable housing units as feasible, and a right to return for displaced 
residents; ‐Calming traffic and reducing the number of lanes on Adeline St. to ensure a safe environment for all South 
Berkeley Residents; 
‐ Ensuring a permanent home for the Flea Market that allows it to thrive ‐Including affordable ground space for local 
businesses and non‐profits. 

Please keep this process moving. We need housing NOW! 

Sincerely, 

Marcia Freedman 
Berkeley resident 
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Communication

From: Marcia <marciafree@earthlink.net>
Sent: Saturday, September 4, 2021 2:06 PM
To: Pearson, Alene
Cc: All Council
Subject: BART Housing-Planning Commission Item 9

WARNING: This is not a City of Berkeley email. Do not click links or attachments unless you trust the sender and know 
the content is safe. 

Dear Planning Commissioners: 
Let’s create places to call home for all who need it and a safe, thriving new hub of activity in the heart of our 
neighborhood! 
I would like to express my support for: 
‐ Building as much housing as possible without delay. 
‐ Creating a viable development with as many affordable housing units as feasible, and a right to return for displaced 
residents; ‐Calming traffic and reducing the number of lanes on Adeline St. to ensure a safe environment for all South 
Berkeley Residents; 
‐ Ensuring a permanent home for the Flea Market that allows it to thrive ‐Including affordable ground space for local 
businesses and non‐profits. 

Please keep this process moving. We need housing NOW! 

Sincerely, 

Marcia Freedman 
Berkeley resident 

Communications 
Planning Commission 

October 6, 2021



Communication

From: Linda Gallaher-Brown <lgallaherbrown@aol.com>
Sent: Saturday, September 4, 2021 6:23 PM
To: Pearson, Alene
Cc: evetsnapoli@gmail.com
Subject: Development at North Berkeley

WARNING: This is not a City of Berkeley email. Do not click links or attachments unless you trust the sender and know the content is 
safe. 

Dear Planning Commissioners of Berkeley,  

I am writing to you as a member of the neighborhood around North Berkeley 
BART (1616 Virginia Street - 2 blocks away). 

I am concerned that once the sites are zoned the developer selected by BART has 
a right to build anything that complies with the zoning and the City and community 
will have no recourse to challenge the project. 

As a resident of the community who will be heavily impacted by this development, 
we are urging you to support the following: 

 Maximum height of 7 stories or 80 feet
 Maximum floor/area ratio:  4.2
 Density: 75 units per acre

These recommendations comply with AB2923.  Do not increase the parameters 
above.  They are already too large for a reasonable fit at the site. 

The community wants zoning that will permit maximum affordability and a scale 
that suits the neighborhood (which consists overwhelmingly of single family 
homes, one-story duplexes, and primary homes with a rental cottage).  A large 
development will destroy the character and convenience of our beloved 
neighborhood.  Untenable traffic and parking problems will 
make our neighborhood unpleasant for long-term residents. 

Communications 
Planning Commission 

October 6, 2021



I also urge you to ensure that any state-mandated density bonus for the project 
excludes the publicly-funded affordable housing.  Private developers should not 
profit from public funding, which should be used for non-profit development of 
affordable housing and housing for the underserved homeless. 

I am counting on you to do the right thing! 

Thank you for reading this and for working for our community.  I hope we can 
move forward in a constructive way. 

A local voter, 

Linda Gallaher-Brown  

Communications 
Planning Commission 

October 6, 2021



Communication

From: Laura García-Moreno <lauragarmor@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, September 3, 2021 9:29 PM
To: Pearson, Alene
Subject: North Berkeley Bart Development

WARNING: This is not a City of Berkeley email. Do not click links or attachments unless you trust the sender and know the content is 
safe. 

Dear Planning Commissioners: 

I am someone who will be directly affected by the building plans for North Berkeley Bart 
Station.   

I urge you to support the zoning recommendations presented by Alisa Shen last Wednesday 
night, as follows 

 Maximum height: 7 stories/80 feet

 Maximum floor/area ratio: 4.2

 Density: 75 units per acre

These recommendations comply with AB2923. Do not increase the parameters 
recommended in the draft. They are already much too large for a reasonable fit at the site. 

Anything higher than 7 floors is extremely undesirable. It will block 
the view, the sun, and change life in the neighborhood dramatically.

 Once the sites are zoned, the developer selected by BART has a vested right to 
build anything that complies with the  zoning, and the City will have no recourse to challenge 
the project.  The residents of the community, who will be heavily impacted by this 
development, are counting on you to recommend zoning that will permit a scale that suits, 
not overpowers, the neighborhood.  

Lastly, I urge you to ensure that any state‐mandated density bonus for the project excludes 
the publicly‐funded affordable housing. Private developers should not profit from public 
funding! 

Thank you. 
Sincerely, 

Communications 
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Laura Garcí Moreno 

1385 Francisco St. 
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Communication

From: Sean Golden <spgolden@gmail.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, September 1, 2021 3:13 PM 
To: Pearson, Alene <apearson@cityofberkeley.info> 
Subject: Draft Zoning and General Plan Amendments and City‐BART Joint Vision and Priorities for the Ashby and North 
Berkeley BART Station Areas 

WARNING: This is not a City of Berkeley email. Do not click links or attachments unless you trust the sender and know the content is 
safe. 

Planning Commission Secretary: 

I'm writing to you to encourage the planning committee to support all types of housing on BART property, including near 
the Ashby and North Berkeley stations. As someone that regularly commuted to the North Berkeley station and walked 
several blocks through low density single family home neighborhoods, it's clear that housing near transit is key to 
achieving our shared climate goals to reduce carbon emissions.  

These projects will not solve all of our problems, but are unique opportunities to think imaginatively. Hopefully, with this 
committee's foresight, we can begin to shift how we think about equity, climate change, and urban development for a 
new generation of Berkeley residents. We support progressive new types of thinking, want to tackle difficult problems 
instead of ignoring them, and are tired of the old broken housing policies that have completely failed us as a 
community.  

Thank you for your careful consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Sean Golden 
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Communication

From: Karl Goldstein <kgoldstein46@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, September 3, 2021 10:20 PM
To: Pearson, Alene
Subject: N.Berkeley BART development

WARNING: This is not a City of Berkeley email. Do not click links or attachments unless you trust the sender and know the content is 
safe. 

Dear Planning Commissioners: 

I have lived near the North Berkeley Bart 
station for 35 years. This is a beautiful cohesive community that represents Berkeley's values 
in so many ways. 

I'm writing to urge you to support the zoning recommendations presented by Alisa Shen last 
Wednesday night, as follows 

 Maximum height: 7 stories/80 feet

 Maximum floor/area ratio: 4.2

 Density: 75 units per acre

These recommendations comply with AB2923. Do not increase the parameters 
recommended in the draft. They are already much too large for a reasonable fit at the 
site.  This is a quiet, residential neighborhood and its character will change drastically if large 
apartment towers are plopped down in the middle of it.  Once the sites are zoned, the 
developer selected by BART has a vested right to build  anything that complies with 
the  zoning, and the City will have no recourse to challenge the project.  The residents of the 
community, who will be heavily impacted by this development, are counting on you to 
recommend zoning that will permit maximum affordability and a scale that suits, not 
overpowers, the neighborhood. 

Lastly, I urge you to ensure that any state‐mandated density bonus for the project excludes 
the publicly‐funded affordable housing. Private developers should not profit from public 
funding! It would be an outrage to Berkeley's values. 

Thank you, 
Karl Goldstein 

1376 Virginia St. 
Berkeley, CA 94702 
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Communication 

From: Deborah Gouailhardou <deborah_gouailhardou@yahoo.com>
Sent: Friday, September 3, 2021 8:56 PM
To: Pearson, Alene
Subject: North Berkeley BART development

WARNING: This is not a City of Berkeley email. Do not click links or attachments unless you trust the sender and know the content is 
safe. 

Dear Planning Commissioners: 

I urge you to support the zoning recommendations presented by Alisa Shen last 
Wednesday night, as follows

 Maximum height: 7 stories/80 feet

 Maximum floor/area ratio: 4.2

 Density: 75 units per acre

These recommendations comply with AB2923. Please, please, please do not 
increase the parameters recommended in the draft. They are already much too 
large for a reasonable fit at the site.  Once the sites are zoned, the developer 
selected by BART has a vested right to build anything that complies with 
the  zoning, and the City will have no recourse to challenge the project.  The 
residents of the community, who will be heavily impacted by this development, are 
counting on you to recommend zoning that will permit maximum affordability and a 
scale that suits, not overpowers, the neighborhood.

Lastly, I urge you to ensure that any state-mandated density bonus for the project 
excludes the publicly-funded affordable housing. Private developers should not 
profit from public funding!

Deborah Gouailhardou  - North Berekeley BART neighbor
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Communication

From: ml hicks <mlhicks2003@yahoo.com>
Sent: Monday, September 6, 2021 4:58 PM
To: Pearson, Alene

WARNING: This is not a City of Berkeley email. Do not click links or attachments unless you trust the sender and know the content is 
safe. 

Dear Planning Commissioners: 

Please support the zoning recommendations presented by Alisa Shen last 
Wednesday night, as follows

 Maximum height: 7 stories/80 feet

 Maximum floor/area ratio: 4.2

 Density: 75 units per acre

These recommendations comply with AB2923. Please do not increase 
the parameters recommended in the draft. They are already much 
too large for a reasonable fit at the site.  Once the sites are zoned, the 
developer selected by BART has a vested right to build anything that 
complies with the  zoning, and the City will have no recourse to challenge 
the project.  The residents of the community, who will be heavily impacted 
by this development, are counting on you to recommend zoning that 
will permit maximum affordability and a scale that suits, not 
overpowers, the neighborhood. 

Lastly, I urge you to ensure that any state-mandated density bonus for 
the project excludes the publicly-funded affordable housing. Private 
developers should not profit from public funding!

Thank you for all that you do.

Sincerely,

Mary Lawrence Hicks
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Communication

From: Carol Hirth <chirth@mac.com>
Sent: Saturday, September 4, 2021 11:22 AM
To: Pearson, Alene
Subject: Building housing at North Berkeley BART

WARNING: This is not a City of Berkeley email. Do not click links or attachments unless you trust the sender and know the content is 
safe. 

Dear Planning Commissioners: 

I urge you to support the zoning recommendations presented by Alisa Shen last Wednesday 
night, as follows 

 Maximum height: 7 stories/80 feet

 Maximum floor/area ratio: 4.2

 Density: 75 units per acre

These recommendations comply with AB2923. Do not increase the parameters 
recommended in the draft. They are already much too large for a reasonable fit at the 
site.  Once the sites are zoned, the developer selected by BART has a vested right to 
build anything that complies with the  zoning, and the City will have no recourse to challenge 
the project.  The residents of the community, who will be heavily impacted by this 
development, are counting on you to recommend zoning that will permit maximum 
affordability and a scale that suits, not overpowers, the neighborhood.  

Lastly, I urge you to ensure that any state‐mandated density bonus for the project excludes 
the publicly‐funded affordable housing. Private developers should not profit from public 
funding! 

Thank you for all that you do. 

Sincerely, 

Carol Hirth 

1309  Cornell 94702 
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Communication

From: Eileen Hughes <jnyahsgrandma@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, September 4, 2021 8:57 AM
To: Pearson, Alene
Subject: N Berk BART development 

WARNING: This is not a City of Berkeley email. Do not click links or attachments unless you trust the sender and know the content is 
safe. 

Dear Planning Commissioners: 

I urge you to support the zoning recommendations presented by Alisa Shen last Wednesday night, as follows 

 Maximum height: 7 stories/80 feet

 Maximum floor/area ratio: 4.2

 Density: 75 units per acre

These recommendations comply with AB2923. Do not increase the parameters recommended in the draft. They 
are already much too large for a reasonable fit at the site.  Once the sites are zoned, the developer selected by 
BART has a vested right to build anything that complies with the  zoning, and the City will have no recourse to 
challenge the project.  The residents of the community, who will be heavily impacted by this development, are 
counting on you to recommend zoning that will permit maximum affordability and a scale that suits, not 
overpowers, the neighborhood.  

Lastly, I urge you to ensure that any state‐mandated density bonus for the project excludes the publicly‐funded 
affordable housing. Private developers should not profit from public funding! 

Thank you for all that you do. 

Sincerely, 

Eileen Hughes 
1721 Sacramento Street 
Berkeley 94702 
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Communication

From: kevjames@comcast.net
Sent: Saturday, September 4, 2021 2:57 PM
To: Pearson, Alene
Cc: Kesarwani, Rashi
Subject: Proposed Development of Housing at the North Berkeley BART Station
Attachments: BART Development - Planning Commission.pdf

WARNING: This is not a City of Berkeley email. Do not click links or attachments unless you trust the sender and know the content is 
safe. 

Dear Ms. Pearson, 

Attached please find a letter my husband and I sent to the Planning Commission in December regarding the prospective 
construction of housing at the North Berkeley BART station. I believe that the concerns we expressed in that letter about 
the project are still valid, and have not yet been satisfactorily addressed by BART, or by the prospective developers of 
the project. Those points may be summarized as follows: 

 There is no shortage of market rate housing in Berkeley. The small apartment buildings near the North Berkeley
BART station, for example, continue to have vacancies. What is in short supply is affordable housing. There is no
excuse to develop the North Berkeley station for any purpose other than affordable housing. Building “luxury”
units (as the housing built at the MacArthur BART station is advertised) will not increase neighborhood diversity
or open up housing to working people. Indeed, it will further gentrify the neighborhood: the market‐rate units,
built with little to no parking, will appeal primarily to people who commute to well‐paid tech industry jobs in San
Francisco and to middle‐class UC Berkeley students (who can afford market rate housing by sharing bedrooms).

 Transit‐oriented development requires good mass transit. North Berkeley does not have good mass transit.
BART is not an urban subway system: it is a commuter rail system, and one beset by increasing consumer
dissatisfaction and falling ridership. At best, it moves people into and out of downtown San Francisco and
Oakland. It doesn’t go to many of the places that families with children must go on a regular basis. AC Transit
has been reducing its level of service in North Berkeley for decades. This means that the people who live in the
housing built at the North Berkeley BART station (unless they are college students or young professionals
without children) will want to use cars and, if adequate provision is not made for parking, will want to park them
on already‐congested nearby streets. (The assumption that the residents will walk or bicycle everywhere that
BART and AC transit do not go is ableist and ageist.) Perhaps, if the project proponents are certain that the
automobile needs of the future residents of the housing will be slight, they should be required to provide their
future tenants with several hundred shared electric vehicles, to be charged in an on‐site parking garage, and to
prohibit their tenants from owning cars and from parking them on nearby streets.

 Recent housing developments on the commercial thoroughfares near the North Berkeley BART station have
been limited to five stories. (The development at Cedar and San Pablo has five stories in front, and steps down
at the rear so as not to overshadow the surrounding neighborhood of one and two‐story homes.) I have no
doubt that the City of Berkeley would limit the North Berkeley BART project to five stories were it not for BART’s
determination that the area surrounding the North Berkeley BART station somehow constitutes an “Urban
Neighborhood/City Center.” BART contends that this determination requires the City to permit BART to develop
a housing project at least seven stories tall. (BART’s determination is, at best, arbitrary and capricious. BART, for
example, designated the far more urban area surrounding the downtown Walnut Creek station a
“Neighborhood/Town Center” subject to a minimum housing development of five stories. There are ten‐story
office buildings adjacent to the Walnut Creek BART station.) Ideally, the City of Berkeley would zone the North
Berkeley BART station for five‐story development and invite BART to challenge this decision in court (which
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Kevin James and Tom Reilly 
1450 Keoncrest Drive 
Berkeley, CA  94702 
December 2, 2020 

Members 
   Berkeley Planning Commission 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

We write to express our concerns about the nature and scope of the proposals for development of the 
parking lot at the North Berkeley BART station for housing. We would support the construction of 
housing at the parking lot if the housing to be built were affordable housing and if the development 
were of the same approximate size and scope of the housing that has been built on such major nearby 
thoroughfares as University Avenue and San Pablo Avenue. But the currently contemplated 
development of the parking lot suffers from several major flaws. First, most of the units to be built will 
be market rate units and not affordable units; this means that the development will do little to ease the 
Bay Area’s housing crisis. Second, the parking and traffic impacts of the development have been wished 
away; BART appears to assume that the residents of the apartment complex will not use cars. They will. 
Finally, the contemplated height of the apartment complex is entirely out of scale with the surrounding 
neighborhood of single-family homes. Indeed, it is taller than any of the apartment buildings that have 
been built on nearby commercial thoroughfares, and it is taller than the apartment buildings under 
construction next to the Fruitvale and Coliseum BART stations, and near the planned Berryessa/North 
San José station. 

I. The parking lot at the North Berkeley BART station should be developed for affordable housing. The
parking lot is publicly owned land, and it should be put to a use that will provide the greatest benefit to
the public: construction of affordable housing for the teachers, city employees, plumbers, auto
mechanics and baristas who work in Berkeley. All of the proposals for the development of housing at the
North Berkeley BART station, however, assume that more than 70% of the housing that will be built will
be market rate housing – i.e., expensive housing for well-paid professionals who work in other cities.
This is squandering the opportunity that development of the North Berkeley BART station presents:
BART faces no land acquisition costs and can take longer to recoup its development and construction
costs than can any private developer. BART can and should ensure that at least half of the units built at
the site are affordable units and, to that end, should choose a non-profit housing developer as its
partner on the project.

Moreover, there is no shortage of market rate housing locally. BART has not yet tenanted the massive 
towers of “luxury apartments” (as they have been advertised) that it built at the MacArthur station, and 
there are human-scale, market-rate apartment buildings within a quarter mile of the North Berkeley 
BART station (e.g., “The Parc at 1300”) that have been seeking tenants for at least the past six months. 

II. The proposals for the development of housing at the North Berkeley BART station include little to no
parking for the people who will live in the new apartment complex. BART assumes that, if the residents
of the new apartment complex do not have parking spaces, they will not have or use cars. This is wishful
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thinking. While the residents of the new apartment complex may take BART to their jobs in Oakland or 
San Francisco, they will use cars for many other purposes – to shop, to take their children to preschool 
and school (children in Berkeley do not necessarily attend the elementary school nearest their home), to 
attend worship services, for medical appointments, etc. BART was designed and functions as a 
commuter rail service: it moves people from distant suburbs to downtown Oakland and downtown San 
Francisco. It is not an urban subway system. It does not reach most of the places that residents of the 
East Bay visit on a regular basis. Moreover, the North Berkeley BART station is on the Richmond line. 
This means that, even when BART is running normally, trains come only once every twenty minutes 
evenings and Sundays and that there is no direct service to San Francisco at those times. (The lack of 
direct service is significant; in our experience, the timed transfers at the MacArthur and 19th Street 
stations fail at least half the time evenings and weekends). This means that, as a practical matter, people 
in North Berkeley who want to travel to San Francisco in the evening or on the weekend find it much 
faster to drive into the City. 

Moreover, even before the pandemic severely curtailed its operations, BART had suffered a marked 
decline in the quality of its service. Outside of commute hours, train cars frequently reeked of weed, and 
contained puddles of vomit, urine, and beer. Sexual harassment of female patrons was common, and 
assaults on passengers were not unusual.1 BART ridership was falling even then as a result of these 
problems.2 As such, the residents of any apartment complex likely to be built at the North Berkeley BART 
station are likely to use cars evenings and on weekends. 

Much as we might prefer that everyone in Berkeley used public transportation and bicycles for all their 
transportation needs, the residents of the apartment complex to be built at the North Berkeley BART 
station will use cars. They will, therefore, significantly increase the vehicle traffic on nearby roads. If they 
own those cars, they will need a place to park them. If insufficient parking spaces are created for their 
cars, they will park them on the streets of North Berkeley adjacent to the North Berkeley BART station. 
While those streets are subject to a Residential Preferential Parking (RPP) system, the residents of the 
new apartment complex will likely manage to obtain parking permits enabling them to park on nearby 
streets. (Even if the City of Berkeley solemnly promises that the apartment complex residents will never 
be eligible for residential parking permits, the complex residents will eventually succeed in changing the 
City’s policy. The residents of the apartment complex will, after all, constitute a substantial number of 
voters.) 

If the residents of the apartment complex to be built at the North Berkeley BART station do not own 
their own cars, they will use Uber and Lyft for many of their trips. From a traffic congestion and 
environmental perspective, this would be far worse than if the residents owned and used their own 
cars: a 2019 study conducted in San Francisco found that “[an ]Uber [or] Lyft [vehicle is] empty either 
waiting for a ride request or heading to pick up a passenger roughly half of the time [the] vehicle is on 

1 BART’s statistics may not reflect the scope of the problem. In 2019, one of us was assaulted at the Lake Merritt 
BART station. The assailant left quickly, and we had no idea who he was. As there were no injuries, we did not 
report the incident. 

2 Swan, Rachel. “Flagging ridership puts BART in budget bind, raises specter of more fare hikes.” San Francisco 
Chronicle, 9 May 2019. Indeed, BART’s weak financial position likely explains both the massive size of the proposed 
development of the North Berkeley BART station and the relative lack of affordable housing in any of the 
proposals. 
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the road.”3 The last thing we want is for the residents of the new apartment complex to rely on Uber 
and Lyft because BART failed to create an adequate number of parking spaces for them when it 
developed the property. 

Accordingly, a thorough analysis of any proposal for construction of housing at the North Berkeley BART 
station must include an honest appraisal of the traffic and parking impacts of the new housing. 
Pretending that the residents will rely on BART for most or all of their transportation needs is naive if 
not intellectually dishonest.4 

III. Several of the proposals under consideration for the development of housing at the North Berkeley
BART station contemplate the construction of at least a seven-story apartment building. This is because
BART has designated North Berkeley as an “urban neighborhood/city center,” requiring the City of
Berkeley to zone the site to permit the construction of at least seven stories. But BART’s designation of
the site appears so unwarranted as to be arbitrary and capricious: the surrounding streets consist
primarily of one and two-story single-family homes, and buildings on the nearest commercial
thoroughfare, University Avenue, are no more than four or five stories. Accordingly, construction at the
site should be limited to four or five stories, as it would be if it were located on University Avenue.
(Berkeley’s zoning practices hardly constitute the sort of exclusionary zoning that would justify BART to
ride roughshod over them. Although Berkeley has less developable space than most cities in the Bay
Area, it has built hundreds of new housing units in the past decade in downtown Berkeley, along the San
Pablo corridor and along University Avenue.) Indeed, BART’s contemplated development of a seven to
fifteen story building at the North Berkeley BART station is inconsistent with its ongoing development of
four and five story apartment buildings adjacent to the Fruitvale and Coliseum BART stations, and with
the construction of five story apartment buildings near its new station in North San José.

Assembly Bill 2923 was adopted to allow BART to develop transit-oriented housing in communities that 
had long used their zoning laws to prevent development. Instead of using its authority under AB 2923 to 
develop housing in such communities, it is using that authority at a site that local authorities were 
already planning to develop, with broad community support and in accordance with local zoning 
requirements that have allowed the development of a significant amount of housing in the past decade. 
Sadly, none of the projects that BART is considering creates a significant amount of affordable housing; 
as such, none of those projects, if built, will do anything to ease the Bay Area’s housing crisis. Moreover, 
BART assumes away the significant increased traffic and parking problems that will be created both by 
the development of housing at the North Berkeley BART station and by the elimination of most of the 
commuter parking at the station. Finally, BART is misusing its authority – giving a site in a neighborhood 
of single-family homes the same designation that it would give a site in downtown San Francisco – in 

3 Rodriguez, Joe Fitzgerald. “Uber and Lyft traffic impacts double SF’s own estimates.” San Francisco Examiner, 5 
August 2019. 

4 Similarly, a thorough analysis of any proposal or construction of housing at the North Berkeley BART station must 
include an honest appraisal of the traffic and parking impacts of eliminating approximately 600 parking spaces for 
commuters at the station. Pretending that all the commuters who currently park at the station will commute to 
the station by bus or bicycle is wishful thinking. They might, instead, drive to San Francisco or Oakland; this would 
significantly increase traffic congestion and automobile emissions. Alternatively, they might commute to the North 
Berkeley BART station by Uber or Lyft. This would result in roughly double the current level of congestion and 
automobile exhaust created by those commuters. 
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order to build an apartment complex that is far taller than its surroundings and which is taller than the 
new housing now being built near other BART stations. BART should, instead, work closely with the City 
of Berkeley to develop an apartment complex roughly four or five stories high, with adequate parking 
for residents, and with a minimum of 50% affordable units. It should also work closely with the City to 
determine how best to address the loss of commuter parking spaces at the North Berkeley BART station: 
assuming that all of the commuters no longer able to park at the station will instead ride the bus to the 
station is not adequate analysis or a practical solution. 

Sincerely yours, 

Kevin James 
Tom Reilly 
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Communication

From: Miriam Kasin <scribblescribbler@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, September 4, 2021 8:11 AM
To: Pearson, Alene
Subject: BART building project

WARNING: This is not a City of Berkeley email. Do not click links or attachments unless you trust the sender and know the content is 
safe. 

Dear Planning Commissioners: 

I am a native of Berkeley, and remember when it was decided that BART stations would be 
built far apart, with big parking lots for people to drive to BART. 

I urge you to support the zoning recommendations presented by Alisa Shen last Wednesday 
night, as follows 

 Maximum height: 7 stories/80 feet

 Maximum floor/area ratio: 4.2

 Density: 75 units per acre

These recommendations comply with AB2923. Do not increase the parameters 
recommended in the draft. They are already much too large for a reasonable fit at the 
site.  Once the sites are zoned, the developer selected by BART has a vested right to 
build anything that complies with the  zoning, and the City will have no recourse to challenge 
the project.  The residents of the community, who will be heavily impacted by this 
development, are counting on you to recommend zoning that will permit maximum 
affordability and a scale that suits, not overpowers, the neighborhood.  

Lastly, I urge you to ensure that any state‐mandated density bonus for the project excludes 
the publicly‐funded affordable housing. Private developers should not profit from public 
funding! 

Thank you for all that you do. 

Sincerely, 

Miriam Kasin 

363 Panoramic Way 

Berkeley, CA 94704 
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Communication

From: Michael Katz <mqkatz@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, September 7, 2021 1:30 PM
To: Pearson, Alene
Subject: North Berkeley BART zoning: Please support staff's 9/1/21 recommendations

WARNING: This is not a City of Berkeley email. Do not click links or attachments unless you trust the sender and know the content is 
safe. 

Dear Members of the Planning Commission, 
I'm writing as a North Berkeley resident, as a high‐density apartment‐complex dweller, and as someone who commutes 
via the North Berkeley BART station (and a bicycle). I hope that you will adopt the following AB 2923–compliant zoning 
recommendations, which staff presented at your Sept. 1 initial meeting on new zoning for the North Berkeley station 
area: 

 Maximum height of 7 stories ≈ 80 feet
 Maximum FAR of 4.2
 Density of 75 units per acre

I hope that you will also adopt objective design standards that call for: 

 Contextual design, with ample step‐downs and setbacks at the project's edges, to make this new housing a good
neighbor.

The latter is important for three reasons: 

1. Fairness to existing neighbors in this historically 1‐ and 2‐story, middle‐income area of Berkeley. Bounded by two
arterials and the Santa Fe railroad tracks, this modest neighborhood was once known as the "Teachers' Tract."

Recent rhetoric caricaturing it as some elitist, exclusionary, gated community is simply ridiculous. Earlier in this
planning process, staff presented Census data showing that the population around this station is nearly as
diverse as the population within a comparable radius of the Ashby station – with slightly lower average income,
and with a higher percentage of nonmotorists.

2. Creating a template for successful, harmonious housing development at many other suburban BART stations.
Berkeley officials cooperated with BART to make this site the agency's initial parking‐to‐housing conversion in a
residential neighborhood. Everyone in the media and the public likes to pay attention to Berkeley, and if this
project goes smoothly, it can pave the way for lots more transit‐oriented development.

If the City pushes the envelope on zoning beyond AB 2923 minimums, creating a rancorous process, we can
expect to animate strong opposition among the public – and elected officials – in other Bay Area suburbs. Some
of these officials are already organizing around a 2022 ballot initiative that would nullify AB 2923 along with
other state‐level housing legislation. Let's show that we can make transit‐oriented development work for
everyone.

3. Creating a place that feels like home, and like a place of pride, for our future neighbors. No one gets excited
about living in a big rectangular box. Historically, what connotes "home" in America is a peaked roof. This multi‐
unit development should be built to the same envelope.
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Communication

From: Laura Klein <lauraanneklein@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, September 5, 2021 2:19 PM
To: Pearson, Alene; All Council
Subject: Zoning the North Berkeley BART station

WARNING: This is not a City of Berkeley email. Do not click links or attachments unless you trust the sender and know the content is 
safe. 

Dear Planning Commissioners:

I am writing regarding the upcoming zoning of the North Berkeley BART station. 

I understand that you must zone in accordance with AB2923. However, that hastily 
written legislation misclassified the North Berkeley BART station as an "urban 
center", which it most certainly is not. It is the ONLY station in the system smack in 
the middle of a quiet, low rise residential area. (El Cerrito, a far more commercially 
developed area, is classified as a "town center".)

For that reason, I urge you to support the zoning recommendations presented by 
Alisa Shen last Wednesday night, as follows:

 Maximum height: 7 stories/80 feet

 Maximum floor/area ratio: 4.2

 Density: 75 units per acre

These recommendations comply with AB2923. Do not increase the parameters 
recommended in the draft. They are already much too large for the site.  

Once the sites are zoned, the developer selected by BART has a vested right to build 
anything that complies with the  zoning, and the City will have no recourse to 
challenge the project.  As a nearby resident who will be heavily impacted by this 
development, I implore you to recommend zoning that will permit maximum 
affordability and a scale that suits, not overshadows, its surroundings. 

Lastly, I urge you to ensure that any state-mandated density bonus for the project 
excludes the publicly-funded affordable housing. Private developers should not profit 
from public funding- public land should be used for the public good.

Thank you.
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Sincerely,

Laura Klein
1519 Virginia Street, Berkeley
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Communication

From: Laurence LePaule <lepaule@att.net>
Sent: Friday, September 3, 2021 9:01 PM
To: Pearson, Alene
Subject: BART development

WARNING: This is not a City of Berkeley email. Do not click links or attachments unless you trust the sender and know the content is 
safe. 

Dear Planning Commissioners: 

I urge you to support the zoning recommendations presented by Alisa Shen last 
Wednesday night, as follows 

 Maximum height: 7 stories/80 feet

 Maximum floor/area ratio: 4.2

 Density: 75 units per acre

These recommendations comply with AB2923. Do not increase the parameters 
recommended in the draft. They are already much too large for a reasonable fit 
at the site.  Once the sites are zoned, the developer selected by BART has a vested 
right to build anything that complies with the  zoning, and the City will have no 
recourse to challenge the project.  The residents of the community, who will be 
heavily impacted by this development, are counting on you to recommend zoning 
that will permit maximum affordability and a scale that suits, not overpowers, the 
neighborhood.  

Lastly, I urge you to ensure that any state-mandated density bonus for the project 
excludes the publicly-funded affordable housing. Private developers should not profit 
from public funding! 

Thank you for all that you do. 

Sincerely, 

Michelle LePaule 
1720 Virginia Street 
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Communication

From: Andreas Lautenmeister <lautenmeister@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, September 3, 2021 9:01 PM
To: Pearson, Alene
Subject: North Berkeley BART housing zoning

WARNING: This is not a City of Berkeley email. Do not click links or attachments unless you trust the sender and know the content is 
safe. 

Dear Planning Commissioners: 

I urge you to support the zoning recommendations presented by Alisa Shen last 
Wednesday night, as follows

 Maximum height: 7 stories/80 feet

 Maximum floor/area ratio: 4.2

 Density: 75 units per acre

These recommendations comply with AB2923. Do not increase the parameters 
recommended in the draft. They are already much too large for a reasonable fit 
at the site.  Once the sites are zoned, the developer selected by BART has a vested 
right to build anything that complies with the  zoning, and the City will have no 
recourse to challenge the project.  The residents of the community, who will be 
heavily impacted by this development, are counting on you to recommend zoning 
that will permit maximum affordability and a scale that suits, not overpowers, the 
neighborhood.

Lastly, I urge you to ensure that any state-mandated density bonus for the project 
excludes the publicly-funded affordable housing. Private developers should not profit 
from public funding!

Thank you for all that you do.

Sincerely,

Franklin Lei, homeowner 
1611 California Street 
Berkeley CA 94703 
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Communication

From: James Loza <jamesloza@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, September 4, 2021 12:53 PM
To: Pearson, Alene
Subject: Bart housing

WARNING: This is not a City of Berkeley email. Do not click links or attachments unless you trust the sender and know the content is 
safe. 

Dear Planning Commissioners: 

I urge you to support the zoning recommendations presented by Alisa Shen last Wednesday 
night, as follows 

 Maximum height: 7 stories/80 feet

 Maximum floor/area ratio: 4.2

 Density: 75 units per acre

These recommendations comply with AB2923. Do not increase the parameters 
recommended in the draft. They are already much too large for a reasonable fit at the 
site.  Once the sites are zoned, the developer selected by BART has a vested right to 
build anything that complies with the  zoning, and the City will have no recourse to challenge 
the project.  The residents of the community, who will be heavily impacted by this 
development, are counting on you to recommend zoning that will permit maximum 
affordability and a scale that suits, not overpowers, the neighborhood. 

Lastly, I urge you to ensure that any state‐mandated density bonus for the project excludes 
the publicly‐funded affordable housing. Private developers should not profit from public 
funding!  Indeed,  stop turning our town into an ant mound with loads of out of state tech 
workers ruining our once liveable city. 

Thank you for all that you do. 

James Loza 

1830 Cedar St 
Berkeley 

Communications 
Planning Commission 

October 6, 2021



Communication

From: Laura Magnani <friendlauramagnani@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, September 4, 2021 9:39 AM
To: Pearson, Alene
Subject: zoning on No Berkeley BART

WARNING: This is not a City of Berkeley email. Do not click links or attachments unless you trust the sender and know the content is 
safe. 

Dear Planning Commissioners:

I live alongside the North Berkeley BART station and am very concerned 
about the zoning decisions related to development of the parking lot. 
I urge you to support the zoning recommendations presented by Alisa Shen last Wednesday night, 
as follows

 Maximum height: 7 stories/80 feet

 Maximum floor/area ratio: 4.2

 Density: 75 units per acre

As you know, these recommendations match the provisions of AB 2923 
and are crucial to maintain the residential neighborhood in which we live. 
Most of  the developed stations I have seen are in commercial areas, but 
this area is quite different.  That doesn't mean we don't need housing. 
We do.  But it needs to be proportional to the setting around it. Too often 
we see BART build huge developments when they get the green 
light.  Please help us keep this situation in perspective.   
Thank you, 
Laura Magnani, 1425 Virginia St., Berkeley 94702  

Communications 
Planning Commission 

October 6, 2021



Communication

From: Sue Martin <getmesue@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, September 8, 2021 8:24 AM
To: Pearson, Alene
Cc: Kesarwani, Rashi
Subject: Zoning at North Berkeley BART

WARNING: This is not a City of Berkeley email. Do not click links or attachments unless you trust the sender and know the content is 
safe. 

Dear Planning Commissioners: 

I urge you to support the zoning recommendations presented by staff member Alisa Shen 
at the last Planning Commission meeting. The recommendation are as follows 

 Maximum height: 7 stories/80 feet

 Maximum floor/area ratio: 4.2

 Density: 75 units per acre

These recommendations comply with AB2923. PLEASE do not increase the parameters 
recommended in the draft. They are already much too large for a reasonable fit at the 
North Berkeley site. These recommendations are based on 3 years of public testimony and 
the extensive work of the CAG. 

Also PLEASE separate the zoning for the North Berkeley site from the Ashby site. These sites 
are totally different (one commercial, one residential) and the adjoining neighbors wants 
different developments with Ashby desiring a higher, denser development.  

Lastly, I urge you to ensure that any state‐mandated density bonus for the project excludes 
the publicly‐funded portion of the affordable housing.  

Thank you for listening to the wishes of the unique neighborhoods of Berkeley, which is what 
makes us Berkeley! 

warmly, 
Sue Martin 
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Communication

From: Sue Martin <getmesue@gmail.com>  
Sent: Friday, September 10, 2021 9:11 AM 
To: Pearson, Alene <apearson@cityofberkeley.info> 
Subject: FACT CHECK ALERT 

WARNING: This is not a City of Berkeley email. Do not click links or attachments unless you trust the sender and know the content is 
safe. 

Dear Members of the Planning Commission,  

It has come to my attention that there is a campaign under foot to encourage people to lie and claim they live in North 
Berkeley and that North Berkeley wants the "highest density” at the NB BART station.  

The residents of North Berkeley DO NOT want high density. We support the recommendations of the Planning 
Commission staff to zone at the maximum of 7 stories. Most of us near the station feel that is already too high and too 
dense for North Berkeley. But the law requires zoning at 7 stories. 

Here is the email encouraging people to lie. So if emails begin like this one, you will know they are falsely claiming they 
live in North Berkeley, and may not even live in Berkeley at all. I will try to encourage neighbors to include their 
addresses when they email you. 

"Subject: Another North Berkeleyan for paradise instead of a parking lot

Planning commissioners, 

I live in North Berkeley, and I can’t wait for our BART station parking lot to become paradise in the form of abundant 
affordable homes and lovable public spaces. I stand with my neighbors and North Berkeley Now! to tell you the 
following: 

When it comes to affordability, we want mixed income at North Berkeley BART. …... 

Given the shortage of housing and the climate change‐fighting benefits of living near transit, we want the highest 

density possible at our BART station. …. Don’t set BART’s minimums as our maximums.

…." 
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This was also true of much of the public comments on 9/1…. many falsely claimed and started their statement "I live in 
North Berkeley and as a neighbor welcome the highest densest development."   

Please look back over the years of public testimony and the hundreds of us neighbors that showed up at the hearings. 
We want more adorable housing while protecting the unique character of Berkeley neighborhoods. 

Many in our neighbors are over 65 and do not readily know how to participate via zoom. WE will do our best to get them 
at the next Planning Commission meeting on this topic.  

Please follow the staff recommendations which are based on three years of extensive public testimony and many 
meetings of the Committee Advisory Group that represents all sides of this issue. 

warmly, 
Sue Martin 
1511 Virginia Street 
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Communication

From: Judy Massarano <jmassarano@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, September 5, 2021 2:51 PM
To: Pearson, Alene
Subject: NB BART

WARNING: This is not a City of Berkeley email. Do not click links or attachments unless you trust the sender and know the content is 
safe. 

Dear Planning Commissioners:  

I urge you to support the zoning recommendations presented by Alisa Shen last Wednesday night, as follows 
Maximum height: 7 stories/80 feet 
 Maximum floor/area ratio: 4.2 
Density: 75 units per acre 
These recommendations comply with AB2923. Do not increase the parameters recommended in the draft. They are 
already much too large for a reasonable fit at the site. Once the sites are zoned, the developer selected by BART has a 
vested right to build anything that complies with the zoning, and the City will have no recourse to challenge the project. 
The residents of the community, who will be heavily impacted by this development, are counting on you to recommend 
zoning that will permit maximum affordability and a scale that suits, not overpowers, the neighborhood. 

Lastly, I urge you to ensure that any state‐mandated density bonus for the project excludes the publicly‐funded 
affordable housing. Private developers should not profit from public funding! 

Thank you for all that you do. 

Sincerely, 
Judy Massarano 
I live across the street 
When will I see the sun? 
Keep this a residential neighborhood, honor the spirit of it 
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Communication

From: Julie McNamara <juliemcmath@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, September 7, 2021 5:28 PM
To: Pearson, Alene
Subject: North Berkeley BART Housing

WARNING: This is not a City of Berkeley email. Do not click links or attachments unless you trust the sender and know the content is 
safe. 

Dear Planning Commissioners: 

I urge you to support the zoning recommendations presented by Alisa Shen last Wednesday night, as follows 
These recommendations comply with AB2923. Do not increase the parameters recommended in the draft. 
They are already much too large for a reasonable fit at the site.  Once the sites are zoned, the developer 
selected by BART has a vested right to build anything that complies with the  zoning, and the City will have no 
recourse to challenge the project.  The residents of the community, who will be heavily impacted by this 
development, are counting on you to recommend zoning that will permit maximum affordability and a scale that 
suits, not overpowers, the neighborhood. 

Maximum height: 7 stories/80 feet 
 Maximum floor/area ratio: 4.2 
Density: 75 units per acre 

Lastly, I urge you to ensure that any state-mandated density bonus for the project excludes the publicly-funded 
affordable housing. Private developers should not profit from public funding! 

Thank you for all that you do. 

Sincerely, 

‐‐  
Julie McNamara 
1442 Delaware Street 
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Communication

From: negeene mosaed <ngmosaed@yahoo.com>
Sent: Saturday, September 4, 2021 2:24 PM
To: Pearson, Alene
Subject: Stop 🛑 destruction of our neighborhood

WARNING: This is not a City of Berkeley email. Do not click links or attachments unless you trust the sender and know the content is 
safe. 

Dear Planning Commissioners: 

I urge you to support the zoning recommendations presented by Alisa Shen last Wednesday 
night, as follows 

 Maximum height: 7 stories/80 feet

 Maximum floor/area ratio: 4.2

 Density: 75 units per acre

These recommendations comply with AB2923. Do not increase the parameters 
recommended in the draft. They are already much too large for a reasonable fit at the 
site.  Once the sites are zoned, the developer selected by BART has a vested right to 
build anything that complies with the  zoning, and the City will have no recourse to challenge 
the project.  The residents of the community, who will be heavily impacted by this 
development, are counting on you to recommend zoning that will permit maximum 
affordability and a scale that suits, not overpowers, the neighborhood.  

Lastly, I urge you to ensure that any state‐mandated density bonus for the project excludes 
the publicly‐funded affordable housing. Private developers should not profit from public 
funding! 

Thank you for all that you do. 

Negeene Mosaed   
Resident of district 5  
Sent from my iPhone 
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Communication

From: Leonard Mudrock <lmudrock@icloud.com>
Sent: Saturday, September 4, 2021 11:13 AM
To: Pearson, Alene
Cc: Leonard Mudrock
Subject: Berkeley resident - zone issue

WARNING: This is not a City of Berkeley email. Do not click links or attachments unless you trust the sender and know 
the content is safe. 

Hi Alene Pearson, 

I am a resident at 1408 Delaware Street that is across the street to North Berkeley BART parking lot.   I read several 
emails about concerning high tall building might be on the North Berkeley BART parking lot. 

I don’t want many floors at the front side of Delaware Street because I am deaf and have to be careful  to drive out of 
my driveway ‐ watching bikes and pedestrians and increasing traffic on Delaware Street.  I prefer lower height of 
buildings and front soil yard on Delaware Street for more visible and less populations on North Berkeley Bart site. 

Also, I’d recommend to have Arts and Crafts designs of building because a lot of bungalow homes 1910’s and 1920’s 
design around the blocks in neighborhoods.  Permit zone should restrict the building heights at North Berkeley BART 
parking lot site  comparing to neighborhoods’ houses’ height.  Comparing to others. 

There were many meetings and they were hard for me with a sign language translator over the phone calls for prolong 
hours. 

Thanks, 
Leonard Mudrock 
1408 Delaware Street 
Berkeley, CA 94702 
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Communication

From: Heidi Nelson <heidin510@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, September 5, 2021 2:34 PM
To: Pearson, Alene
Subject: Zoning at North Berkeley BART

WARNING: This is not a City of Berkeley email. Do not click links or attachments unless you trust the sender and know the content is 
safe. 

Dear Planning Commissioners: 

I urge you to support the zoning recommendations presented by Alisa Shen last Wednesday 
night, Sept. 1: 

 Maximum height: 7 stories/80 feet

 Maximum floor/area ratio: 4.2

 Density: 75 units per acre

These recommendations comply with AB2923. Do not increase the parameters 
recommended in the draft. They are already much too large for a reasonable fit at the 
site.  Once the sites are zoned, the developer selected by BART has a vested right to build 
anything that complies with the  zoning, and the City will have no recourse to challenge the 
project.  The residents of the community, who will be heavily impacted by this development, 
are counting on you to recommend zoning that will permit maximum affordability and a 
scale that suits, not overpowers, the neighborhood.  

Lastly, I urge you to ensure that any state‐mandated density bonus for the project excludes 
the publicly‐funded affordable housing. Private developers should not profit from public 
funding! 

Thank you for all that you do. 

Sincerely, 
Heidi Nelson 

1810 Short Street 
Berkeley 
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Communication

From: mimi.nielsen <mimi.nielsen@comcast.net>
Sent: Saturday, September 4, 2021 3:02 PM
To: Pearson, Alene
Subject: N Berk Bart Zoning

WARNING: This is not a City of Berkeley email. Do not click links or attachments unless you trust the sender and know the content is 
safe. 

Dear Planning Commissioners: 

We urge you to support the zoning recommendations presented by Alisa Shen last 
Wednesday night, as follows 

 Maximum height: 7 stories/80 feet

 Maximum floor/area ratio: 4.2

 Density: 75 units per acre

These recommendations comply with AB2923. Do not increase the parameters 
recommended in the draft. They are already much too large for a reasonable fit at the 
site.  Once the sites are zoned, the developer selected by BART has a vested right to 
build anything that complies with the  zoning, and the City will have no recourse to challenge 
the project.  The residents of the community, who will be heavily impacted by this 
development, are counting on you to recommend zoning that will permit maximum 
affordability and a scale that suits, not overpowers, the neighborhood.  

Lastly, we urge you to ensure that any state‐mandated density bonus for the project excludes 
the publicly‐funded affordable housing. Private developers should not profit from public 
funding! 

Thank you for all that you do. 

Sincerely, 

 Mimi Nielsen and Al Nelson  
        1811 Acton Street 

Sent from my iPhone 
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Communication

‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Info <info@larryorman.net>  
Sent: Wednesday, September 8, 2021 8:59 AM 
To: Pearson, Alene <apearson@cityofberkeley.info> 
Subject: Comment to Planning Commission re BART zoning 

WARNING: This is not a City of Berkeley email. Do not click links or attachments unless you trust the sender and know 
the content is safe. 

Dear Planning Commissioners, 

I urge you to support these specifics in the zoning recommendations presented to you last week by City staff: 

  Maximum height: 7 stories/80 feet 

  Maximum floor/area ratio: 4.2* 

  Density: 75 units per acre 

*Applying FAR 4.2 alone at North Berkeley would likely result in 1.2 million square feet of building space ‐ this is almost
the bulk of the Salesforce Tower in San Francisco ‐ it is an outrageous factor on its face and should never be anything but
a theoretical maximum.

These recommendations comply precisely with AB2923 and should not be increased. 

Remember that once the BART sites are zoned, the developer selected for negotiations by BART (BEFORE any designs 
are submitted) is granted a vested right to build anything that complies with the  zoning (another outrage of AB 2923, 
see Section 29010.10), and the City will have no recourse to change those elements of the project. 

I also strongly encourage you to revamp the Joint Vision and Priorities document draft to focus exclusively the goal of 
100% affordable housing at North Berkeley (as well as Ashby) BART and to aim for a 4‐500 unit project at North Berkeley 
that will both be best for affordable housing goals, as well as far more climate friendly than a huge project. 

Finally, it is critical that you ensure that the base for any state‐mandated density bonus for the project EXCLUDES any 
affordable housing funded by the City of Berkeley or any other public source. 
Private developers should not profit from public funding! 

Thanks for your attention on this ‐ 

Larry Orman 
1616 Delaware St., Berkeley 
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Communication

From: philoxenia@earthlink.net
Sent: Saturday, September 4, 2021 8:37 AM
To: Pearson, Alene
Subject: Berkeley Planning Commission

WARNING: This is not a City of Berkeley email. Do not click links or attachments unless you trust the sender and know the content is 
safe. 

Dear Planning Commissioners: 

I urge you to support the zoning recommendations presented by Alisa Shen last Wednesday night, 
as follows 

 Maximum height: 7 stories/80 feet

 Maximum floor/area ratio: 4.2

 Density: 75 units per acre

These recommendations comply with AB2923. Do not increase the parameters recommended in 
the draft. They are already much too large for a reasonable fit at the site.  Once the sites are 
zoned, the developer selected by BART has a vested right to build anything that complies with 
the  zoning, and the City will have no recourse to challenge the project.  The residents of the 
community, who will be heavily impacted by this development, are counting on you to recommend 
zoning that will permit maximum affordability and a scale that suits, not overpowers, the 
neighborhood. 

Lastly, I urge you to ensure that any state-mandated density bonus for the project excludes the 
publicly-funded affordable housing. Private developers should not profit from public funding! 

Thank you for all that you do. 

Sincerely, 
Norman McKnight 
1533 Francisco Street 
Berkeley 94703 
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Communication

From: KEVIN RAYHILL <rayhillk@comcast.net>
Sent: Sunday, September 5, 2021 3:11 PM
To: Pearson, Alene
Subject: No. Berkeley BART Zoning Recommendations

WARNING: This is not a City of Berkeley email. Do not click links or attachments unless you trust the sender and know the content is 
safe. 

To Whom It May Concern:  

I am writing ask the Planning Commission to limit the recommended zoning for the North Berkeley 
BART Station to 7 stories maximum with maximum density of 75 units per acre. I also ask that the 
housing be reserved for low and middle income residents.  

Thank you for your consideration.  

Sincerely,  

Kevin Rayhill  
719 Neilson Street  
Berkeley, CA 94707 
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Communication

From: kevjames@comcast.net
Sent: Saturday, September 4, 2021 2:57 PM
To: Pearson, Alene
Cc: Kesarwani, Rashi
Subject: Proposed Development of Housing at the North Berkeley BART Station
Attachments: BART Development - Planning Commission.pdf

WARNING: This is not a City of Berkeley email. Do not click links or attachments unless you trust the sender and know the content is 
safe. 

Dear Ms. Pearson, 

Attached please find a letter my husband and I sent to the Planning Commission in December regarding the prospective 
construction of housing at the North Berkeley BART station. I believe that the concerns we expressed in that letter about 
the project are still valid, and have not yet been satisfactorily addressed by BART, or by the prospective developers of 
the project. Those points may be summarized as follows: 

 There is no shortage of market rate housing in Berkeley. The small apartment buildings near the North Berkeley
BART station, for example, continue to have vacancies. What is in short supply is affordable housing. There is no
excuse to develop the North Berkeley station for any purpose other than affordable housing. Building “luxury”
units (as the housing built at the MacArthur BART station is advertised) will not increase neighborhood diversity
or open up housing to working people. Indeed, it will further gentrify the neighborhood: the market‐rate units,
built with little to no parking, will appeal primarily to people who commute to well‐paid tech industry jobs in San
Francisco and to middle‐class UC Berkeley students (who can afford market rate housing by sharing bedrooms).

 Transit‐oriented development requires good mass transit. North Berkeley does not have good mass transit.
BART is not an urban subway system: it is a commuter rail system, and one beset by increasing consumer
dissatisfaction and falling ridership. At best, it moves people into and out of downtown San Francisco and
Oakland. It doesn’t go to many of the places that families with children must go on a regular basis. AC Transit
has been reducing its level of service in North Berkeley for decades. This means that the people who live in the
housing built at the North Berkeley BART station (unless they are college students or young professionals
without children) will want to use cars and, if adequate provision is not made for parking, will want to park them
on already‐congested nearby streets. (The assumption that the residents will walk or bicycle everywhere that
BART and AC transit do not go is ableist and ageist.) Perhaps, if the project proponents are certain that the
automobile needs of the future residents of the housing will be slight, they should be required to provide their
future tenants with several hundred shared electric vehicles, to be charged in an on‐site parking garage, and to
prohibit their tenants from owning cars and from parking them on nearby streets.

 Recent housing developments on the commercial thoroughfares near the North Berkeley BART station have
been limited to five stories. (The development at Cedar and San Pablo has five stories in front, and steps down
at the rear so as not to overshadow the surrounding neighborhood of one and two‐story homes.) I have no
doubt that the City of Berkeley would limit the North Berkeley BART project to five stories were it not for BART’s
determination that the area surrounding the North Berkeley BART station somehow constitutes an “Urban
Neighborhood/City Center.” BART contends that this determination requires the City to permit BART to develop
a housing project at least seven stories tall. (BART’s determination is, at best, arbitrary and capricious. BART, for
example, designated the far more urban area surrounding the downtown Walnut Creek station a
“Neighborhood/Town Center” subject to a minimum housing development of five stories. There are ten‐story
office buildings adjacent to the Walnut Creek BART station.) Ideally, the City of Berkeley would zone the North
Berkeley BART station for five‐story development and invite BART to challenge this decision in court (which
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would require BART to litigate its unsupportable determination that North Berkeley is a “City Center.”) At a 
minimum, the City of Berkeley should limit development of the North Berkeley BART station to seven stories: 
BART’s efforts to turn North Berkeley into a “City Center” by building upscale housing for professionals should 
not be rewarded with a limit greater than seven stories.  

Thank you for your attention. 

Sincerely yours, 
Kevin James 

Communications 
Planning Commission 

October 6, 2021



Kevin James and Tom Reilly 
1450 Keoncrest Drive 
Berkeley, CA  94702 
December 2, 2020 

Members 
   Berkeley Planning Commission 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

We write to express our concerns about the nature and scope of the proposals for development of the 
parking lot at the North Berkeley BART station for housing. We would support the construction of 
housing at the parking lot if the housing to be built were affordable housing and if the development 
were of the same approximate size and scope of the housing that has been built on such major nearby 
thoroughfares as University Avenue and San Pablo Avenue. But the currently contemplated 
development of the parking lot suffers from several major flaws. First, most of the units to be built will 
be market rate units and not affordable units; this means that the development will do little to ease the 
Bay Area’s housing crisis. Second, the parking and traffic impacts of the development have been wished 
away; BART appears to assume that the residents of the apartment complex will not use cars. They will. 
Finally, the contemplated height of the apartment complex is entirely out of scale with the surrounding 
neighborhood of single-family homes. Indeed, it is taller than any of the apartment buildings that have 
been built on nearby commercial thoroughfares, and it is taller than the apartment buildings under 
construction next to the Fruitvale and Coliseum BART stations, and near the planned Berryessa/North 
San José station. 

I. The parking lot at the North Berkeley BART station should be developed for affordable housing. The
parking lot is publicly owned land, and it should be put to a use that will provide the greatest benefit to
the public: construction of affordable housing for the teachers, city employees, plumbers, auto
mechanics and baristas who work in Berkeley. All of the proposals for the development of housing at the
North Berkeley BART station, however, assume that more than 70% of the housing that will be built will
be market rate housing – i.e., expensive housing for well-paid professionals who work in other cities.
This is squandering the opportunity that development of the North Berkeley BART station presents:
BART faces no land acquisition costs and can take longer to recoup its development and construction
costs than can any private developer. BART can and should ensure that at least half of the units built at
the site are affordable units and, to that end, should choose a non-profit housing developer as its
partner on the project.

Moreover, there is no shortage of market rate housing locally. BART has not yet tenanted the massive 
towers of “luxury apartments” (as they have been advertised) that it built at the MacArthur station, and 
there are human-scale, market-rate apartment buildings within a quarter mile of the North Berkeley 
BART station (e.g., “The Parc at 1300”) that have been seeking tenants for at least the past six months. 

II. The proposals for the development of housing at the North Berkeley BART station include little to no
parking for the people who will live in the new apartment complex. BART assumes that, if the residents
of the new apartment complex do not have parking spaces, they will not have or use cars. This is wishful
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thinking. While the residents of the new apartment complex may take BART to their jobs in Oakland or 
San Francisco, they will use cars for many other purposes – to shop, to take their children to preschool 
and school (children in Berkeley do not necessarily attend the elementary school nearest their home), to 
attend worship services, for medical appointments, etc. BART was designed and functions as a 
commuter rail service: it moves people from distant suburbs to downtown Oakland and downtown San 
Francisco. It is not an urban subway system. It does not reach most of the places that residents of the 
East Bay visit on a regular basis. Moreover, the North Berkeley BART station is on the Richmond line. 
This means that, even when BART is running normally, trains come only once every twenty minutes 
evenings and Sundays and that there is no direct service to San Francisco at those times. (The lack of 
direct service is significant; in our experience, the timed transfers at the MacArthur and 19th Street 
stations fail at least half the time evenings and weekends). This means that, as a practical matter, people 
in North Berkeley who want to travel to San Francisco in the evening or on the weekend find it much 
faster to drive into the City. 

Moreover, even before the pandemic severely curtailed its operations, BART had suffered a marked 
decline in the quality of its service. Outside of commute hours, train cars frequently reeked of weed, and 
contained puddles of vomit, urine, and beer. Sexual harassment of female patrons was common, and 
assaults on passengers were not unusual.1 BART ridership was falling even then as a result of these 
problems.2 As such, the residents of any apartment complex likely to be built at the North Berkeley BART 
station are likely to use cars evenings and on weekends. 

Much as we might prefer that everyone in Berkeley used public transportation and bicycles for all their 
transportation needs, the residents of the apartment complex to be built at the North Berkeley BART 
station will use cars. They will, therefore, significantly increase the vehicle traffic on nearby roads. If they 
own those cars, they will need a place to park them. If insufficient parking spaces are created for their 
cars, they will park them on the streets of North Berkeley adjacent to the North Berkeley BART station. 
While those streets are subject to a Residential Preferential Parking (RPP) system, the residents of the 
new apartment complex will likely manage to obtain parking permits enabling them to park on nearby 
streets. (Even if the City of Berkeley solemnly promises that the apartment complex residents will never 
be eligible for residential parking permits, the complex residents will eventually succeed in changing the 
City’s policy. The residents of the apartment complex will, after all, constitute a substantial number of 
voters.) 

If the residents of the apartment complex to be built at the North Berkeley BART station do not own 
their own cars, they will use Uber and Lyft for many of their trips. From a traffic congestion and 
environmental perspective, this would be far worse than if the residents owned and used their own 
cars: a 2019 study conducted in San Francisco found that “[an ]Uber [or] Lyft [vehicle is] empty either 
waiting for a ride request or heading to pick up a passenger roughly half of the time [the] vehicle is on 

1 BART’s statistics may not reflect the scope of the problem. In 2019, one of us was assaulted at the Lake Merritt 
BART station. The assailant left quickly, and we had no idea who he was. As there were no injuries, we did not 
report the incident. 

2 Swan, Rachel. “Flagging ridership puts BART in budget bind, raises specter of more fare hikes.” San Francisco 
Chronicle, 9 May 2019. Indeed, BART’s weak financial position likely explains both the massive size of the proposed 
development of the North Berkeley BART station and the relative lack of affordable housing in any of the 
proposals. 
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the road.”3 The last thing we want is for the residents of the new apartment complex to rely on Uber 
and Lyft because BART failed to create an adequate number of parking spaces for them when it 
developed the property. 

Accordingly, a thorough analysis of any proposal for construction of housing at the North Berkeley BART 
station must include an honest appraisal of the traffic and parking impacts of the new housing. 
Pretending that the residents will rely on BART for most or all of their transportation needs is naive if 
not intellectually dishonest.4 

III. Several of the proposals under consideration for the development of housing at the North Berkeley
BART station contemplate the construction of at least a seven-story apartment building. This is because
BART has designated North Berkeley as an “urban neighborhood/city center,” requiring the City of
Berkeley to zone the site to permit the construction of at least seven stories. But BART’s designation of
the site appears so unwarranted as to be arbitrary and capricious: the surrounding streets consist
primarily of one and two-story single-family homes, and buildings on the nearest commercial
thoroughfare, University Avenue, are no more than four or five stories. Accordingly, construction at the
site should be limited to four or five stories, as it would be if it were located on University Avenue.
(Berkeley’s zoning practices hardly constitute the sort of exclusionary zoning that would justify BART to
ride roughshod over them. Although Berkeley has less developable space than most cities in the Bay
Area, it has built hundreds of new housing units in the past decade in downtown Berkeley, along the San
Pablo corridor and along University Avenue.) Indeed, BART’s contemplated development of a seven to
fifteen story building at the North Berkeley BART station is inconsistent with its ongoing development of
four and five story apartment buildings adjacent to the Fruitvale and Coliseum BART stations, and with
the construction of five story apartment buildings near its new station in North San José.

Assembly Bill 2923 was adopted to allow BART to develop transit-oriented housing in communities that 
had long used their zoning laws to prevent development. Instead of using its authority under AB 2923 to 
develop housing in such communities, it is using that authority at a site that local authorities were 
already planning to develop, with broad community support and in accordance with local zoning 
requirements that have allowed the development of a significant amount of housing in the past decade. 
Sadly, none of the projects that BART is considering creates a significant amount of affordable housing; 
as such, none of those projects, if built, will do anything to ease the Bay Area’s housing crisis. Moreover, 
BART assumes away the significant increased traffic and parking problems that will be created both by 
the development of housing at the North Berkeley BART station and by the elimination of most of the 
commuter parking at the station. Finally, BART is misusing its authority – giving a site in a neighborhood 
of single-family homes the same designation that it would give a site in downtown San Francisco – in 

3 Rodriguez, Joe Fitzgerald. “Uber and Lyft traffic impacts double SF’s own estimates.” San Francisco Examiner, 5 
August 2019. 

4 Similarly, a thorough analysis of any proposal or construction of housing at the North Berkeley BART station must 
include an honest appraisal of the traffic and parking impacts of eliminating approximately 600 parking spaces for 
commuters at the station. Pretending that all the commuters who currently park at the station will commute to 
the station by bus or bicycle is wishful thinking. They might, instead, drive to San Francisco or Oakland; this would 
significantly increase traffic congestion and automobile emissions. Alternatively, they might commute to the North 
Berkeley BART station by Uber or Lyft. This would result in roughly double the current level of congestion and 
automobile exhaust created by those commuters. 
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order to build an apartment complex that is far taller than its surroundings and which is taller than the 
new housing now being built near other BART stations. BART should, instead, work closely with the City 
of Berkeley to develop an apartment complex roughly four or five stories high, with adequate parking 
for residents, and with a minimum of 50% affordable units. It should also work closely with the City to 
determine how best to address the loss of commuter parking spaces at the North Berkeley BART station: 
assuming that all of the commuters no longer able to park at the station will instead ride the bus to the 
station is not adequate analysis or a practical solution. 

Sincerely yours, 

Kevin James 
Tom Reilly 

Communications 
Planning Commission 

October 6, 2021



Communication

From: Irene Rice <ir07441@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, September 4, 2021 2:05 PM
To: Pearson, Alene
Subject: North Berkeley Bart Development Planning

WARNING: This is not a City of Berkeley email. Do not click links or attachments unless you trust the sender and know the content is 
safe. 

Dear Planning Commissioners: 

I urge you to support the zoning recommendations presented by Alisa Shen last 
Wednesday night, as follows 

 Maximum height: 7 stories/80 feet

 Maximum floor/area ratio: 4.2

 Density: 75 units per acre

These recommendations comply with AB2923. Do not increase the parameters 
recommended in the draft. They are already much too large for a reasonable fit 
at the site.  Once the sites are zoned, the developer selected by BART has a vested 
right to build anything that complies with the  zoning, and the City will have no 
recourse to challenge the project.  The residents of the community, who will be 
heavily impacted by this development, are counting on you to recommend zoning 
that will permit maximum affordability and a scale that suits, not overpowers, the 
neighborhood. 

Lastly, I urge you to ensure that any state-mandated density bonus for the project 
excludes the publicly-funded affordable housing. Private developers should not profit 
from public funding! 

Thank you for all that you do. 
Sincerely, 
Irene Rice, North Berkeley Resident 
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Communication

From: Cindy Shamban <cshamban@comcast.net>
Sent: Saturday, September 4, 2021 7:44 AM
To: Pearson, Alene
Subject: North Berkeley and Ashby BART Developments

WARNING: This is not a City of Berkeley email. Do not click links or attachments unless you trust the sender and know the content is 
safe. 

Dear Planning Commissioners:

I am very concerned the new Commissioners (as well as the old) 
are being presented with both of these large and complex 
developments. Their decisions have the potential to change the 
City of Berkeley forever. 

I urge you to support the zoning recommendations presented by 
Alisa Shen last Wednesday night, as follows

 Maximum height: 7 stories/80 feet

 Maximum floor/area ratio: 4.2

 Density: 75 units per acre

These recommendations comply with AB2923. Do not increase 
the parameters recommended in the draft. They are already 
much too large for a reasonable fit at the site.  Once the sites are 
zoned, the developer selected by BART has a vested right to build 
anything that complies with the  zoning, and the City will have no 
recourse to challenge the project.  The residents of the community, 
who will be heavily impacted by this development, are counting on 
you to recommend zoning that will permit maximum affordability 
and a scale that suits, not overpowers, the neighborhood.  

Lastly, I urge you to ensure that any state-mandated density bonus 
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Communication

From: Shari Simburg <shar.simburg@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, September 3, 2021 11:25 PM
To: Pearson, Alene
Subject: North Berkeley BART Zoning 

WARNING: This is not a City of Berkeley email. Do not click links or attachments unless you trust the sender and know the content is 
safe. 

Dear Planning Commissioners: 

I urge you to support the zoning recommendations presented by Alisa Shen last Wednesday 
night, as follows 

 Maximum height: 7 stories/80 feet

 Maximum floor/area ratio: 4.2

 Density: 75 units per acre

These recommendations comply with AB2923. Do not increase the parameters 
recommended in the draft. They are already much too large for a reasonable fit at the 
site.  Once the sites are zoned, the developer selected by BART has a vested right to 
build anything that complies with the  zoning, and the City will have no recourse to challenge 
the project.  The residents of the community, who will be heavily impacted by this 
development, are counting on you to recommend zoning that will permit maximum 
affordability and a scale that suits, not overpowers, the neighborhood.  

Lastly, I urge you to ensure that any state‐mandated density bonus for the project excludes 
the publicly‐funded affordable housing. Private developers should not profit from public 
funding! 

Thank you for all that you do. 

Sincerely, 

Sharon Simburg 
1802 California Street, Berkeley, 94703 
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